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Generosity is both taught and
caught. One effective way to
model and instill generosity during
the teen and young adult years is
to invite family members to gather
for discussions on giving. 

Prioritizing generosity as a family not only
teaches principles of biblical stewardship, but
also helps answer some questions teens are
asking themselves privately. Questions like:
“Where do I belong?”⁠ “Why should I believe?”
“How can I matter?” and “What will I do?”⁠ 

Donor advised funds are a tool for families to
discuss generosity together by providing a
flexible, shared platform to track and evaluate
family giving. 

Tips for Families with Teens & Young Adults
Using a donor advised fund to teach generosity

To get started, here are few key
things to consider:

Give teens a voice and a vote. Invite them to
share their perspective and ask questions.
Determine ahead of time whether they will
have a vote in the generosity decisions.

What values guide your family? Discuss
what matters most or serves as a true north in
your decision making?

Explore what causes make you passionate.
What problems does each family member see
around them? What people group do they
want to help? 

Look for alignment, not agreement. You likely
won’t agree on all things, but if you listen well,
you can likely find common ground. Giving
where there is alignment may be a step
toward creating more unity in your family. 
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Features of a donor advised fund at The
Signatry you can use for family generosity:

View-only access to see parents' giving – invite
teens and young adults to see your generosity
history online and discover what you have
prioritized.

Allocate an amount for each child – ask your
children to research a cause and recommend a
grant to an organization through the donor
advised fund.

Set up a dedicated donor advised fund –
consider creating a separate donor advised fund
for each child 18 and over to help them discover
generosity more independently. 

Matching funds – some families match what their
children contribute in the donor advised fund to
amplify the impact of their giving decisions. 

Values guardrails – For any donor advised fund
at The Signatry, consistent values filters are in
place to ensure grant recipients align with
traditional Christian beliefs.

“Family giving discussions with our

teenagers give us the opportunity to find

causes we all care about, even when we

don’t agree on some causes. The DAF also

allows our kids to share things they care

about, and we can support their passions

by giving them an amount they can

recommend a grant with.”

— a donor to The Signatry

Next steps on your family’s pathway of generosity
Hold family giving meetings – to develop
and implement your family giving plan.
Access our free resource on creating a
giving plan at thesignatry.com/giving-plan.
Establish your family’s values – to share
with clarity with your children. Find our
helpful guide “Building Life-Long Values”
at thesignatry.com/building-values.

For additional resources, visit
thesignatry.com/family.

Attend a Family Legacy Workshop – a
two-day in-person event to determine
mission, vision, values, and cause area
interests for your family.
Attend a Journey of Generosity – an in-
person or virtual event to dive into what
the Bible says about giving and hear
stories of Christian family experiences. 

For more on these events, email Kristin at
khammett@thesignatry.com.
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